A simple in vitro test to evaluate biocompatibility of dialysis membranes.
As arachidonic acid metabolites are implicated in hypersensitivity reactions, we measured arachidonic acid metabolites of dialysed patient's granulocytes, preincubated with different dialysis membranes. Results indicate that cuprophan and cellulose acetate membranes partially inhibit in vitro production of 15-HETE and 5-HETE, whereas polyacrylonitrile membrane does not. This suggests that polyacrylonitrile is a more biocompatible membrane.